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ProTECTING EAsT BOosTON CAMDPS

A TREASURE 1IN WESTFORD

PrOJECT OVERVIEW

Located near Westford's historic center, on Depot Street and Nutring Road, zre neary 3
acres of nndisturbed fovesied viplanels and sl wetlands, sections of S iy aned Koeyes
Brooks, and scenic Burge’s Pond. The land, which for decades has been home o Fast
Boston Camps, has long been an open space provection priority for the Town, [ offers a
IL'I':.'EIl S0l i!lyl l‘-.1r d:l} £l1td l"‘-'t'rl:lighl environmental I"!'.i:ll._'.'ll 1 programs 11*1’ chi_]drpu_ ancl
helps 1o safeguard the Town's drinking water supply. In addition, the camps land provide
nearly unlimited opportunity for cross-counery skiing, swimming, hiking. bird warching «
other recreational activivies,

In Ovctober 20004, The Trust for Public Land (T ) negotiated an agreement to purcha
the land for $13.5 million to ensure its permanent protection. Under the terms of the
agreement. TPL has until March 31, 2005 to complere project work, assemble all funding
and transler the land to the Town of Westford, TPL began negotiating o purchase the
property at the beginning of the vear ar the request of the Westford Land Preservation
Fonimclarion (W "‘|-'} and the Westlord Board of Selecomen. Under Westlord's Flexible
Development bylaw, this land could support at least 186 new residencial unis, [f funding
cannot be assembled by the March deadling, the land could be sold for development,



PRESERVING OUR COMMUNITY

The East Boston Camps parcel, known locally as “the Camps”, is like no other in Westford [ts natural features. large size, pristine
condition and central location make it a priority for protection. Specifically, acquisition will help to protect the quality of the town’s
drinking water, provide recreational opportunities. preserve valuable wildlife habitar, and control residential growth.

Dirinking Water Protection

Pratection of the Camps land is critical to protecting the quality of the Town's drinking water. The properry is located directly int
aquufer protection district for the Town, Currently, the forested uplands and healthy wetlands help to fileer the water before it drain
into Keyes Brook and Stony Brook. both of which run through this parcel and contrilute greatly ro the health of the aquufer. 1fthe

land is intensely developed with 186 residential units, the brooks and thereby the aquifer will be at risk of contamination from runof
that includes lawn chemicals, car oils, and other household polluranms. he contammanon would also negatively affecr the qualiry of
the d rinl;il]g water in downstream rowes, soch as Chebmsford.

Recreatronal Opportunitics

With established trails. beaches and docks, picnic areas, and camp facilivies
all in a spectacular serting—the Camps property lends itself to a range of
recreational opportunitics suitable for people of all ages. The land will
continue be opent o the public for activicies such as walking, cross counery
skiing, swimming, mountain biking and bird warching, Educational and
recreational programs such as Westford's 5™ grade camp which for 30 vear
has enabled students ro make the camps their classroom for one week each
spring w ill continue.  Scouting groups will be able 1o use the land for vano
activities. The Town has committed to continue ro provide access to on sin
programs for vouth from Boston and Chelsea, including those who are
currently served by the East Boston Camps

The Past Hoston Canps Lland abues an ondeveloped 107-acre parcel,
that the Town of Westfiord is negoriatng o Fun.‘]l.‘!.*i:‘ for
comservation and recreation, These two parcels together will
preserve almost 400 contiguous acres, further enhancing
recreational opportunities

Preservation of Wildlife Habitar

The 286-acre property contains two brocks, and, in the center of the
parcel, the pristine Burge’s puuu:l, an approximarely 19-acre body of
water that has not been subjecred ro human impact, The land
includes a certified vernal pool and mature forests surround the
veater bodies. The diverse mix of wedand and upland habitar types
provides an ideal home for both waterfow! and land animals
Porticns of the parcel have been identified @5 priority habitar for rare
specics by the Namral Heritage and Endangered Species program.
Sighrings on the property include deer, mink, otter, blue herons,
grouse, moose, wood ducks, great horned owls, pileated woodpeckers
woodcock. warblers, thrushes and nesting orioles and scarle

Lanagers.

Conrrod of Residential Growth

The Town of Westford has seen rapid growth over the past 13 years,
increasing nearly 25% from a population of 16,500 01990 10
20,000 in 2003 T lus increase i residenial gron th has vesulted 11 a

sign ificant loss of open space, increased imowicipal speoding, and




The East Boston Camps was founded in 1937 when I'sabel
and Sarah Hyams bought the property for the purpose of
starting 2 fresh air camp for children from Last Boston at a
time when tuberculosis was very prevalent. Today, camp
activitics continue, not for the purpose of protecting
against tuberculosis, but to provide youth from Westford,
Chelsea and East Boston the opportunity to spend time in
the woods learning, making friends, and having fun.

has required the building of three new schools, ara otal cost of approximately S50 million. The increased demand for town services
including schools, has significantly increased property taxes, placing a difficult burden on many citizens with a fived or low income.
Pratection of the Camps land will help 1o alleviate this barden, by eliminating the potential for 186 new residences along with the
corresponding increase in demand for municipal services. At the same time, it will safeguard a beautiful amenity that will be enjoyed
ﬁ'.lr grm‘m: 5.

THE CAMPAIGN

Project funds will come from a mix of stare, private, and town sources. The land is crivical w protecting the quality of Westlord's
drinking warer as it is locared in the aquifer protection districr, and the Town plans to apply for a state Drinking Water I'rotection
grant of $500,000. To further reduce the cost of the acquisition to the Town, WLPT and TPL are launching a private fundraising
canmpaign, with a goal of raising Fuirds [|:1l'ul1g]:| pledges and donarions by the end of Jenuary 2008 The balance of the purchase price
would likely come from the Town of Westford's Community Preservation revenues, pending approval by the Community Preservation
Committee and voter approval ara Special Town Meeting to be held in early 2004,

How You Can HELP

Private finds will play a critical role in conserving the Camps for future generations. Please join your neighbers in making this property
part of your legacy. Your tax-deductible donation will help make this goal possible. Contributions can be sent to the Westford Land
Preservation Foundstion at P.OY. Box 235, Westford, MA 01886, Please make checks payable to the “Westford Land Preservation
Foundation” and note on your check thar vour gift is for East Boston Camps.

Ihe Westford Land Preservation Foundation, Tne, (W LPF) 15 a non-profic erganization whose mission is to
preserve land in Westford so it may be enjoved by present and [uture generations. Founded in 2001, WLPF
provides options other than full development w local landowners who are making decisions abour theiz
family-owned land. WLPF works with landowners to achieve their goals, whether it s maximuzing a financial

retuen, preserving the land, or a combination of both, while permanently preserving ar leasr a portion ofthe
land, WLPF is managed by a board of direcrors who have expertise in law land developrient, public relations,

Wostford Land ;
Prisseryation conservation ssues, local SOVETTIMENT, and real estate.

Foundation, Inc.

TRUST The Truse for Public Land (TPL) is a national nonprofic organization dedicared wo conserving land for people

I to enjoy as parks, gardens, and natural areas. Since its founding in 1972, TFL has helped 10 protect more than

Ill*- BLIU 1.9 million acres nationwide, including nearly to.000 acres in Massachusetrs TPL depends on the support and
AND

generosicy of individuals, foundations, and businesses wo aclueve its land for people mission For more

information, visit www.rpl.org,
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Ways #o Give

There are several ways to make donations to
the East Boston Camps project: All donations
ate tax deductible to the fullest extent allowable
by law. If you have any questions about your
options, please contact Nancy Rosinski of the
Westtord Land Preservation Foundation at
(978) 692-6202.

Gifis of Stock
A donation of appreciated securities can .
have many financial benefits for the donor Gifts of Cash v
If you prefer to make a gift of appreciated Checks payable to the Westfard Land
stock, please contact Nancy Rosinski of the Preservation Foundation should be mailed ro:
Westford Land Preservation Foundation at P.O. Box 235, Westford, MA UIHSE’-- Please
(978) 692-6102. note on your check that your gift is for “East
: Boston Camps™.
Confidential Pledge/ Contribution Form
Fil

All gifts are rax deductible.

Woesttord Land Preservation Foundation's taxpayer ID  is 04-3578181.

O losuppart the protection of the East Boston iCamp property, [ 'we intend to make a gift of §

IWe understand that the Westford Land Preservation Foundation and the Trust for Public Land are telying on pledges from
viduals such as me us to mave forward with acquisition of this land

O 1"Weintend to fulfill this pledge by mzking payment as follows:

enclosed a check for §

O make a pledge for _ S cash [ | Please make all pledge payments by
amaount payment monch ‘year stack [ ‘ January 31, 2005,

The funds will be held /used only for the protection of East Boston Camps in Westford, MA

Sig:wi{:

MName as you wish to be Hclclm‘p'l.-'|uch_-;ﬂ'| fplr*nrm princ): _ O 1 wish te remain ANCIYMous

Mailing Address:

Telephone Number; Email Address:

Mame of Company, ilmztching funds are available:

Please submit this form with your check or pledge.

If you have any questions, please contact



